IQ4     EFFICIENT MARKETING FOR AGRICULTURE
an efficient mill and of distributing its flour output to consumers is amply illustrated in Table XXIX. An efficient mill using 642,354 bushels of wheat relies upon 5.07 elevators to bring the grain from 558 farmers. In turn the flour is disposed of to 12 wholesalers and from them it goes to 360 retailers who eventually sell the flour to 21,600 families representing 108,000 consumers. In answer to the question, Why do not these 558 farmers each send their wheat directly to the mill, let it be said that the individual farmers have only i1/? car loads of wheat apiece. To market this economically requires shipment in car-load lots only. Were all these farmers to ship their grain individually shortly after harvest, the mill would be obliged to maintain a terminal elevator of its own to store the entire quantity. But because economical mill operation calls for relatively uniform monthly output of flour, and since the mill does not own a terminal elevator it is not able to handle a year's supply of wheat at one time. For this reason farmers cannot generally ship in car-load lots directly to the mills. Under these circumstances, if farmers were to ship directly they would be obliged to freight their grain in less-than-car-load lots as a rule. To avoid the high expense of such a plan they prefer to patronize elevators which, in this instance, handled 126,682 bushels of wheat each. An elevator rendering service to one hundred and ten farmers has a volume of business amounting to 127 car loads a year or 10^2 car loads per month. It can, therefore, readily ship grain in car-load lots at a number of different times in accordance with mill requirements. Especially is this true of local elevators which are constructed for storage of surplus grain locally. In case local elevators cannot store wheat and farmers do not, terminal elevators owned and operated by either private concerns, cooperative organizations or the state are a necessary step between local elevators and mills for a considerable portion of the wheat crop. With wheat stored either